
Manton’s original manuscript had been prepared for press, but was somehow completely lost. After he 
had passed away, the text was “collected from his own notes” by William Taylor. 
 
Thomas Manton (1620-1677) − English Puritan, Presbyterian, preacher, author; participated in the 
Westminster Assembly and served under Oliver Cromwell; appointed lecturer at Westminster Abbey 
and Rector of St. Paul’s in Covent Garden. He opposed the execution of Charles I, participated in the 
Savoy Convention, and supported the restoration of Charles II. He resigned his position at St. Paul’s 
due to the attack of Reformed principles under the Act of Uniformity, yet still continued to minister. 
He was imprisoned for violation of the Conventicle Act, yet continued to write. His wife and three 
children survived him. J. C. Ryle said, “Manton was a Calvinist in his theology...He maintained and 
taught personal election, the perseverance of the saints, the absolute necessity of a regeneration evi-
denced by its fruits, as well as salvation by free grace, justification by faith alone...As an expositor of 
Scripture, I regard Manton with unmingled admiration.” 
 
About this edition: All Scripture quotations are either from the King James Version or the author’s ap-
proximate quotation of the KJV to fit his context. The outline numbering has been retained from Man-
ton’s original. This edition has been slightly and carefully edited to smooth difficult language while 
retaining the original meaning: a) verbs ending in “th” have been replaced with the standard English 
verb forms, b) pronouns thee, thou, thy, and thine have been replaced with you and your, c) word orders 
in some complex sentences have been rearranged for better readability, d) archaic and many difficult 
words have been replaced with modern synonyms, e) supplementary words have been inserted to clari-
fy meaning, marked with brackets [ ] when they are longer phrases, and f) judicious omission of ob-
scure or possibly unclear material has been indicated by dots of ellipsis. The five page section II.A.3.2 
from the original has been omitted due to its obscurity as perceived by the editors. Section II.A.3.3 
becomes II.A.3.2 in this edition.  
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